
NOTICE
60th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE 60TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN GUIDE-DOGS ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE BLIND WILL BE HELD AT THE GLADYS EVANS TRAINING CENTRE ON 1 OCTOBER 2013 AT 14H30.

AGENDA
1. Apologies.
2. Confirmation of the minutes of the 59th A.G.M. held on 19 September 2012.
3. Matters arising from the previous minutes.
4. The Report of the Chairman.
5. The Report of the Treasurer.
6. Auditor’s Report.
7. The Report of the Executive Director.
8. Election of Executive Officers and Committee members.
9. Appointment of Auditors.
10. General.
11. Meeting Closure.

HEAD OFFICE AND TRAINING CENTRE
P.O. Box 67585, Bryanston, 2021  •  126 Wroxham Road (off Witkoppen), Rietfontein 2IR, Sandton
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CAPE TOWN OFFICE
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DURBAN OFFICE
P.O. Box 1267, Umkomaas, 4170
Tel: +27 (83) 654 2049  •  Fax: +27 (86) 580 3785
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As we are now in the 
Diamond Jubilee Year of the 
South African Guide-Dogs 
Association for the Blind it is 
apt to reflect back on what the 
Association has achieved since 
it was started by Gladys Evans 
60 years ago.

Never in Gladys Evans’ vision 
for the future of the Association 
could she ever have imagined 
how our wonderful guide 
dogs have changed and 
continued to change the 
lives of hundreds of visually 
impaired South Africans from 
all walks of life. She could 
never have imagined how 
our assistance guide dogs 
provide much-needed help 
to many physically disabled 
persons. She could never have 
imagined how our social dogs 
provide companionship to 
and facilitate communication 
and interaction for mentally 
challenged children.

Moreover, Gladys could never 
have imagined how we would 
run a College which, through 
the use of the long cane, would 
train visually impaired people 
in the townships and rural 
communities in the everyday 
skills of daily living. Gladys 
could never have imagined 
that, 60 years later, there 
would be as many as 375,000 
visually impaired people in 
South Africa and that despite 
the magnificent achievements 
of her Association we would 
only be scratching the surface 
of providing independence, 
mobility and dignity to these 
people

This Diamond Jubilee Year 
has seen many celebrations 
to honour the people who 
have worked so tirelessly 
in providing independence, 
mobility and dignity to the 
lives of the visually impaired 
over the past 60 years. The 
celebrations were saddened 
by the untimely passing 
of Ken Lord who served 
the Association with great 
distinction for 53 years, 35 of 
them as the Executive Director. 
Ken’s huge positive impact on 
the Association and the visually 
impaired community of South 
Africa will never be forgotten.

At this point it would be 
remiss of me not to thank 
each and everyone who 
has been involved with the 
Association over the 60 
years for their contribution 
in making the South African 
Guide-Dogs Association for 
the Blind what it is today. 
Thank you all most sincerely!   

Turning now to the year under 
review. Our constitution clearly 
states that “the main objective 
of the Association shall be 
to improve the mobility, 
independence of action and 
overall well-being of visually 
impaired people and other 
persons with disabilities”. 
This would be achieved 
through “a. The provision of 
guide-dogs (including service 
dogs and social dogs)” and 
“b. Orientation and Mobility 
Education”. In seeking to fulfil 
this objective the past year 
has seen heavy investment in 
the College of Orientation and 
Mobility. According to statistics 
available there are some 
375,000 visually impaired 
people in South Africa, the 
vast majority of whom live in 

township and rural areas. Our 
investment in the College is 
aimed at gradually increasing 
our penetration in improving 
the mobility and dignity of 
these persons.

The provision of guide dogs 
however remains the core 
competence of the Association 
and I am delighted to report 
that the past year was again 
most successful in this regard 
with 40 guide-dogs, 4 service 
dogs and 6 social dogs being 
trained and placed. Of these 15 
dogs were to first time guide 
dog owners. 

Financially the past year was 
satisfying with the net result 
once again showing a positive 
contribution, this despite a very 
difficult economic environment 
in the country. Much of this 
is thanks to sound financial 
controls within the Association, 
prudent investments and 
generous bequests.
    
It is only through a huge team 
effort that results such as 
these can be achieved.
Staff, volunteers, puppy-
raisers, supporters and even 
the Executive team have 
all combined to make the 
Association what it is today. 
My sincere thanks to everyone 
for their endeavours, their 
commitment, their dedication 
and their passion!
Of course, the Association 
would not be able to achieve 
any of its aims without the 
on-going support of our many 
donors. On behalf of those 

whom we serve I would like 
to thank you, one and all, for 
your caring and overwhelming 
generosity. Bequests also form 
a significant part of our income 
and in this regard I would like 
to thank the families of those 
whose loved ones have been 
so generous to our cause.

While thanking those who have 
contributed to the success 
of the Association it would 
be remiss of me not to make 
mention of the management 
team and the Executive 
Committee. Management have 
done all that has been asked of 
them; the Executive Committee 
has ensured good governance 
and continues to focus on the 
long term sustainability of the 
Association. 
 
Looking to the year ahead it 
is my belief that we need to 
make even better use of the 
skills and experience many 
volunteers bring. I believe 
that many volunteers could 
fill the role of ambassadors 
for the Association and in 
so doing spread the word 
about the work we do to a 
larger audience. The resultant 
benefits are obvious.

Finally, as always, we 
continue to be faced with 
huge challenges and I trust 
the Association can rely on 
the continued support, loyalty 
and dedication of all its 
stakeholders.

Thank you! 

CHAIRMAN’S 
REPORT – 
2012/2013



Non-Profit Organisation Registration Number 000-758 NPO 3
SOUTH AFRICAN GUIDE-DOGS ASSOCIATION FOR THE BLIND

MALCOLM RUMNEY DRIVER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

07/08/2013
DATE

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR’S 
REPORT 
2012/2013

I am delighted to present this 
year’s Annual Report, especially 
as we are celebrating 60 years 
of independence, mobility and 
companionship to the visually 
impaired people of South Africa. 
It is only fitting that I share with 
you some of the highlights over 
the last 60 years.

The South African Guide-Dogs 
Association for the Blind was 
founded in 1953 by Gladys 
Evans. Together with Doug, her 
husband and five friends, they 
formed a committee and each 
put in £5, a lot of money in those 
days. Doug Evans was elected 
Chairman and a Secretary 
and Treasurer were identified. 
October 1953 saw the first 
official stamp of recognition and 
the Association was registered 
as The South African Guide-
Dogs Association, also known 
as  SAGA.

Gladys and her husband started 
to fundraise in all the large cities 
throughout South Africa. The first 
project was called ‘Three Coins 
in the Fountain’.

A property was rented in 
Parkview near Zoo Lake and 
a qualified instructor, Michael 
Bibikoff, from the British Guide 
Dog Association was recruited.

1958 saw  SAGA move to larger 
premises; this was an old farm 
house in the country called Vale 
Cottage in Parkmore, Sandton, 
later to be named The Gladys 
Evans Training Centre.

Michael Bibikoff left  SAGA in 
May 1960 and a new chief 
trainer was appointed from the 
United Kingdom – Lionel Wilson.

At the end of 1969 Lionel Wilson 
left  SAGA and the responsibility 
of running the Association fell on 

the shoulders of Ken Lord.
A puppy walking scheme was 
introduced in 1971 with its 
main purpose being to ensure 
a reliable and steady supply 
of dogs for training, both 
temperamentally and physically 
sound.

The Orientation and Mobility 
School was opened in 1974 
and an American, Dan Woods, 
was appointed as Principal. 
This school was designed to 
train O and M Instructors who 
would work in the communities 
and schools across the country 
teaching visually impaired people 
the skills of independent mobility.

By the early ‘80s the time had 
come to expand our facilities, 
but this time to a custom-
built centre. A small holding 
in Paulshof was purchased 
and the building commenced 
in 1985. The new centre 
comprised of a main kennel 
block, boarding kennels for the 
pups and a large office building, 
a maternity/whelping kennel 
and a hospital block.

The existing house on the 
property was modernised and 
could accommodate eight 
students while they trained with 
their dogs.

During 1989, PRO and 
fundraising was started in 
Durban by a past puppy walker 
and Committee member 
who opened the doors to an 
extremely successful venture.

 SAGA started moving into the 
international scene and became 
a founding member of the 
International Federation of Guide 
Dog Schools. In 1991, at the first 
AGM, Ken Lord was elected onto 
the Governing Body. He later 
became the Chairman in 1997. 
Ken held this position for five 
years until his retirement.

We opened an official PR and 
fundraising office in Cape Town 

in 1994 under the very capable 
leadership of Eugene Pierce.
1996 proved to be an exciting 
year with a new service being 
introduced – ‘Service Dogs’. 
These dogs once again provided 
assistance to physically 
challenged people.

A huge chapter closed with the 
death of Gladys Evans in June 
2001. She ensured her place in 
history and through her dream, 
thousands of visually impaired 
people have benefited from 
independence and freedom of 
mobility. As the founder she will 
be forever remembered.

On 15th November 2005, we 
were fortunate to have a three 
bedroom house donated by 
Mrs de Villiers of Cape Town. 
Her generous gift was for us 
to have a base in Cape Town 
whereby we could train dogs 
and visually impaired people 
from the Western Cape. The 
house was renovated and the 
first class of visually impaired 
people were trained with their 
dogs in June 2006.

Over the next two years it 
became apparent that we 
needed to expand our operation 
in the Western Cape. Cheryl 
Robertson, a qualified GDMI was 
transferred from Johannesburg 
to Cape Town on a permanent 
basis. Mrs de Villiers once again 
came to the forefront and further 
donated a house two doors 
away from 89 Belvedere Road. 
This was to prove tremendously 
advantageous to the Association. 
We were now in the position of 
having a fully functional office 
and a residence to train up to 
four people with their guide dogs.

Our 60th year has seen many 
developments and advances and 
continued growth in our services 
to the visually impaired and 
physically disabled.

During our 60th year the 
Association has organised 
various events to celebrate our 
achievements.
Firstly the ‘Twinings’ Tea Party 
was held for couples who 
celebrated 60 years or marriage.

The 60th Gala evening organised 
by Mixael de Kock to jointly 
celebrate his 60th birthday. This 
was a tremendous event held at 
the Johannesburg Theatre.

Our golf day, held at Kyalami 
Country Club, was a great 
success, with a record income 
being raised on the evening.

A Puppy Raisers picnic will 
be held at the Training Centre 
in August to celebrate the 
60th anniversary and finally a 
luncheon to recognise our long 
term supporters and donors 
will be held during October to 
recognise the month that  SAGA 
was registered as a charity. 

The highlight of the year will 
most certainly be the Diamond 
Jubilee Ball which will be held 
on Saturday 28 September 
2013, and as in the past, is 
being arranged by Edith Ventre in 
association with Montecasino.

To our clients, thank you for your 
support and feedback which 
assists us to continually improve 
our service to you.
A well deserved thank you to our 
staff, volunteers, Puppy Raisers 
and our supporters. Without 
you we could not provide the 
services we are so proud of.

Finally, I would like to extend 
my heartfelt thanks to the 
Executive Committee for their 
mentorship and sound advice 
over the last year.



I would like to commence 
by thanking the accounting 
department under Jayne 
Nicolle’s leadership, which 
includes Association 
employees and volunteers 
for their dedicated efforts 
in bringing these annual 
financial statements to 
fruition.

College of Orientation and 
Mobility 
During this year, the College 
entered into the second 
year of the new two year 
course designed to meet 
many SETA requirements for 
training new Orientation and 
Mobility Instructors at a cost 
of R2.8 million. The current 
restructuring and increase 
in personnel together with 
the physical expansion of the 
College that was completed 
last year, allows the college 
to have one course start and 
another course finish of 10 
students each and every year, 
compared to running a course 
every second year as in the 
past. Now that the course has 
been tested, the College team 
is getting ready for its next 
intake of students in 2014.

Guide Dogs
Income attributed to guide 
dogs was up by 7% (2013 
R13.5 million, R2012 R12, 
6 million. The bequests 

programme continues to 
surprise us with generous 
donations which amount to 
(2013 R5 million, 2012 R5.3 
million). Donations received 
continue to grow from year to 
year by 4% (2013 R8 million, 
2012 R7.7 million). 
During this year, the 
Association has undergone 
a restructuring of personnel 
and technology hardware to 
prepare it for the challenging 
future ahead, namely in the 
fundraising and accounting 
department. The reason 
behind this restructuring is 
to enable new fundraising 
activities to be implemented 
to ensure the core objective of 
the Association be achieved 
by our highly qualified Guide 
Dog, Mobility and Assistance 
Dog Instructors.

Conclusion
I would like to thank the board 
for the support and direction 
during the restructuring 
process. Most importantly, 
I would like to thank all 
individuals and corporate 
donors that support and 
donate to the Association; 
this income enables the 
Association to meet its 
objectives. I am aware that 
South Africa has many 
challenges ahead of it; I do 
believe that together we will 
face the headwinds and come 
out victorious.

HONORARY 
TREASURER’S 
REPORT – 
2012/2013

DEBORAH BULLIVANT
HONORARY TREASURER

07/08/2013
DATE
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Report on the Financial 
Statements 
We have audited the 
financial statements of 
the South African Guide-
Dogs Association for the 
Blind which comprise the 
Chairman’s Report, the 
Statement of Financial 
Position as at 31 March 
2013, the Statement of 
Comprehensive Income, and 
Statement of Cash Flows 
for the year then ended, 
a summary of significant 
accounting policies and other 
explanatory notes, as set out 
on pages 13 to 22.

Executive Committee’s 
Responsibility for the 
Financial Statements
The Association’s Executive 
Committee is responsible 
for the preparation and fair 
presentation of these financial 
statements in accordance 
with the requirements of the 
South African Guide-Dogs 
Association for the Blind. 
This responsibility includes:  
designing, implementing and 
maintaining internal control 
relevant to the preparation 
and fair presentation of 
financial statements that 
are free from material 
misstatement, whether due 
to fraud or error; selecting 

and applying appropriate 
accounting policies; and 
making accounting estimates 
that are reasonable in the 
circumstances.

Auditor’s Responsibility
Our responsibility is to 
express an opinion on these 
financial statements based 
on our audit.  We conducted 
our audit in accordance with 
International Standards on 
Auditing.  Those standards 
require that we comply with 
ethical  requirements and 
plan and perform the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance 
whether the financial 
statements are free from 
material misstatement.

An audit involves 
performing procedures to 
obtain audit evidence about 
the amounts and disclosures 
in the financial statements.  
The procedures selected 
depend on the auditor’s 
judgement, including the 
assessment of the risks of 
material misstatement of 

the financial statements, 
whether due to fraud or 
error.  In making those 
risk assessments, the 
auditor considers internal 
control relevant to the 
entity’s preparation and fair 
presentation of the financial 
statements  in order to 
design audit procedures 
that are appropriate in the 
circumstances, but not for 
the purpose of expressing an 
opinion on the effectiveness of 
the entity’s internal control. An 
audit also includes evaluating 
the appropriateness of 
accounting policies used 
and the reasonableness of 
accounting estimates made 
by management, as well 
as evaluating the overall 
presentation of the financial 
statements. 

We believe that the audit 
evidence we have obtained is 
sufficient and appropriate to 
provide a basis for our audit 
opinion.

Income
The Association, in common 
with other charitable 
organisations, receives certain 
income from public donations 

and events, the recognition of 
which, due to its nature, is not 
susceptible to verification by 
generally accepted auditing 
procedures. Therefore, our 
examination relating to such 
income  was limited to the 
amount thereof recorded in 
the financial records.

Opinion
In our opinion, except for the 
effects of such adjustments, 
if any, regarding to matters 
referred to in the preceding 
paragraph, the financial 
statements fairly present, 
in all material respects, 
the financial position of the 
Association at 31 March 
2013 and the results of its 
operations for the year then 
ended in accordance with 
the requirements of the 
South African Guide-Dogs 
Association for the Blind.

AXIOM REGISTERED ACCOUNTANTS & AUDITORS
REGISTERED AUDITOR – DENICE NOELLE CARR (644110)
SHOP 7 MAGIC GARDEN CENTRE, ARCONPARK, VEREENIGING

DATE
24/07/2013

INDEPENDENT 
AUDITOR’S REPORT 
TO THE MEMBERS 
OF THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN GUIDE-
DOGS ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE BLIND
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REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN GUIDE-DOGS ASSOCIATION FOR THE BLIND
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2013

The Executive Committee present their report and the financial statements for the year then ended

NATURE OF BUSINESS
To promote freedom of movement and independence in visually impaired people, through 
mobility, by the provision of Guide Dogs and Orientation and Mobility services.

FINANCIAL RESULTS
The results of operations as well as the financial position for the year are detailed in the
attached financial statements.

CAPITAL
The Association does not have share capital. In the event of the winding up of the association, the balance of funds available would be transferred 
to another organisation with similar objectives.

FIXED ASSETS
There was no change in the nature of the fixed assets of the Association or in the policy regarding  their use.

EVENTS SUBSEQUENT TO THE YEAR END
No material fact or circumstance has occurred since the accounting date and the date of this report.
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 2013  2012
 R  R
SUBSCRIPTIONS 30 395 47 106
   
  
OTHER INCOME 13 623 763 13 745 413

Fundraising from donations 8 029 621 7 702 210
Fundraising from events 1 394 613 1 365 619
College of Orientation and Mobility Training income 94 252 968 214
Donation National Lottery - 153 998
Sale of dogs 30 520 32 640
Trading activities 145 730 69 764
Dividend revenue 1 331 556 866 516
Interest received 2 411 576 2 415 850
Rental Income 185 895 170 602
  
EXPENDITURE 18 796 835 16 225 884
   
Depreciation, amortisation and impairments 502 110 331 905
Fundraising expenses 1 678 574 1 289 740
Admininstration expenses 4 961 285 4 365 624
Fleet expenses 461 682 412 772
Kennel expenses 2 795 062 2 397 575
Training Centre Johannesburg expenses 3 484 200 3 234 489
Training Centre Cape Town expenses 910 199 704 070
House & Grounds Johannesburg expenses 923 798 819 749
House & Grounds Cape Town expenses 375 790 415 615
College & Orientation and Mobility Johannesburg 2 699 864 2 234 417
Loss on disposal of assets 4 271 19 928
   
OPERATING (LOSS) / PROFIT FOR THE YEAR (5 142 677) (2 433 365)

Finance costs (4 019) - 
   
(LOSS) / PROFIT FOR THE YEAR (5 146 696) (2 433 365)
   
OTHER COMPREHENSIVE INCOME 4 966 191 5 449 706
   
Bequests received 4 946 191 5 339 706
Contribution from SAGA Trust 20 000 110 000
   
NET (LOSS) / SURPLUS FOR THE YEAR (180 505) 3 016 341

STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2013
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AT 31 MARCH 2013
  2013  2012 
 Notes R  R
ASSETS    

Non-current assets  94 053 235 80 890 325

Financial assets  10 78 751 193 65 577 688
Property, plant and equipment 8 15 302 042 15 147 967
Intangible assets 9 - 164 670
  
Current assets  1 540 501 1 188 201
    
Inventories  119 363 155 199
Trade and other receivables 11 484 902 480 986
Cash and bank  936 236 552 016
    
TOTAL ASSETS  95 593 736 82 078 526
    
EQUITY AND LIABILITIES   

Capital and reserves  94 358 812 80 948 700
    
Accumulated funds   67 266 334 65 084 205
Revaluation of investment  27 092 478 15 864 495
    
Current liabilities    
  
Trade and other payables 12 1 234 924 1 129 826
    
TOTAL  EQUITY AND LIABILITIES  95 593 736 82 078 526
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 Accumulated  Revaluation
 surplus  of investment  Total
 R  R R

Balance at 31 March 2010 58 122 257 7 631 029 65 753 286

Net deficit for the year (3 101 990) - (3 101 990)

Revaluation of investment - 2 735 097 2 735 097

Bequests / Contributions for the year 6 167 442 - 6 167 442

Property donations for the year - - -

Net profit on disposal of financial assets 453 563 - 453 563
    
Balance at 31 March 2011 61 641 272 10 366 126 72 007 398

Net deficit for the year (2 433 365) - (2 433 365)

Revaluation of investment - 5 498 369 5 498 369

Bequests / Contributions for the year 5 449 707 - 5 449 707

Property donations for the year - - -

Net profit on disposal of financial assets 426 591 - 426 591
    
Balance at 31 March 2012 65 084 205 15 864 495 80 948 700

Net deficit for the year (5 146 696) - (5 146 696)

Revaluation of investment - 11 227 983 11 227 983

Bequests / Contributions for the year 4 716 191 - 4 716 191
   
Property donations for the year 250 000 - 250 000

Net profit on disposal of financial assets 2 362 634 - 2 362 634
    
    
Balance at 31 March 2013 67 266 334 27 092 478 94 358 812

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2013
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STATEMENT OF CASH FLOW FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2013
 2013  2012
 Notes R  R

CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES  (2 140 660) (1 167 999)

Cash generated by operations 13,1 (8 242 407) (4 450 365)
Finance Costs  (4 019) -
Income from Investments  6 105 766 3 282 366

CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES  (2 441 311) (4 589 338)

Additions to fixed assets  (502 724) (2 187 022)
Additions to Intangible assets  - (18 837)
Decrease / (Increase) in financial assets  (1 945 522) (2 391 949)
Proceeds on disposal of plant and equipment  6 935 8 470
 
CASH FLOWS FROM FINANCING ACTIVITIES  4 966 191 5 449 706

Bequests / Contributions received during the year  4 716 191 5 449 706
Property donations received for the year  250 000 -

NET INCREASE/(DECREASE) IN CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS  384 220 (307 631)
    
CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR  552 016 859 647

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AT THE END OF THE YEAR  936 236 552 016
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2013

1.  ACCOUNTING POLICIES     
  The annual financial statements, as set out on pages 9-22 are prepared on the historical cost basis with the exception 

of investments as detailed in note 1.4 and incorporate the following principal accounting policies which are consistent 
with those applied in the previous year.

  
 The financial statements are prepared on the going concern basis.

1.1  Financial instruments
 Initial recognition
   The Association classifies financial instruments, or their component parts, on initial recognition as a financial asset, a 

 financial liability or an equity instrument in accordance with the substance of the contractual arrangement.
  Financial assets and financial liabilities are recognised on the Association’s statement of financial position when the 

Association becomes party to the contractual provisions of the instrument.
 
 Financial assets
 The Association classifies its financial assets into the following categories:
  - held-to-maturity financial assets;
  - available-for-sale financial assets; and
  - financial assets at fair value through profit and loss.
  The classification is dependent on the purpose for which the financial asset is acquired. Management
 determines the classification of its financial assets at the time of the initial recognition and re-evaluates such
 designation at least at each reporting date.
 Financial assets are recognised on transaction date when the Association becomes a party to the contracts
 and thus obtains rights to receive economic benefits and are derecognised when these rights no longer exist.
 Financial assets are stated initially on transaction date at fair value including transaction costs.
 Held-to-maturity financial assets are subsequently stated at amortised cost using the effective interest
 rate method. Available-for-sale financial assets are subsequently stated at fair value at the
 reporting date.
 Unrealised gains and losses arising from revaluation of available-for-sale financial assets are recognised as
  other comprehensive income and included in the investment fair value reserve. On disposal or impairment 

of available-for-sale financial assets, cumulative unrealised gains and losses previously recognised in other
 comprehensive income are included respectively in determining the profit or loss on disposal of, or impairment charge 
relating to, that financial asset, which is recognised in the income statement.

  Financial assets at fair value through profit and loss are financial assets held for trading. A financial asset is classified 
in this category if acquired principally for the purpose of selling in the short-term.  Assets in this category are classified 
as current assets.

 
 Financial liabilities
  Debt, which constitutes a financial liability, includes short-term and long-term debt. Debt is initially recognised at fair 

value, net of transaction costs incurred and is subsequently stated at amortised cost.
  Debt is classified as short-term unless the entity has an unconditional right to defer settlement of the liability
  for at least twelve months after the reporting date. Debt is derecognised when the obligation in the contract is 

discharged, cancelled or has expired. Premiums or discounts arising from the difference between the fair value of 
debt raised and the amount repayable at maturity date are charged to the income statement as finance expenses 
based on the effective interest rate method.
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2013 - CONTINUED

1.2  Property and equipment
 Equipment is stated at cost less accumulated depreciation and any impairment in value.
 Depreciation is calculated on a straight line basis over the estimated useful life of the asset as follows:
  10% Vehicles
  20% Furniture & Fittings
  12,5% Software
  12,5% Computer Equipment
  16,67% Equipment
  10% College of Orientation Library
 Land and buildings are not depreciated nor subject to impairment and are stated at cost or bequeathed value.
  
 The carrying values of assets are reviewed for impairment when events or changes in circumstances
 indicate that the carrying value may not be recoverable. If any such indication exists and where the
 carrying values exceed the estimated recoverable amount, the assets or cash-generating units are written
 down to their recoverable amount.
 An item of equipment is derecognised upon disposal or when no future economic benefits are
 expected to arise from the continued use of the asset.  Any gain or loss arising on derecognition of the
 asset (calculated as the difference between the net disposal proceeds and the carrying amount of the
 item) is included in the statement of comprehensive income in the year the item is derecognised.

1.3  Intangible assets
 Non-integrated computer software
 Acquired computer software databases are capitalised on the basis of the costs incurred to acquire and
 bring to use the specific software. These costs are amortised over their useful lives.
 Costs associated with the developing or maintaining of computer software programmes are recognised
 as an expense as incurred. Costs that are directly associated with the development of identifiable and
 unique software products controlled by the Association – and that will probably generate economic benefits
 exceeding costs beyond one year – are recognised as intangible assets.
 Computer software development costs recognised as assets are amortised over their estimated useful
 lives, typically not exceeding ten years.
 
 Impairment of intangible assets excluding goodwill
 At each statement of financial position date, the Association reviews the carrying amounts of intangible
 assets to determine whether there is any indication that those assets have suffered an impairment loss.
 If any such indication exists, the recoverable amount of the asset is estimated in order to determine the
 extent of the impairment loss (if any). In order to ensure completeness of the impairment assessment of
 individual assets, all intangible assets are allocated to the cash-generating units to which they belong.
 An impairment assessment is then undertaken on the individual cash-generating units.
 Recoverable amount is defined as the higher of fair value less cost to sell and value-in-use. In assessing
 value-in-use, the estimated future cash flows are discounted at their present value using a pre-tax discount
 rate that reflects current market assessments of the time value of money and the risks specific to the asset.
 Where an impairment loss subsequently reverses, the carrying amount of the asset (cash-generating unit)
 is increased to the revised estimate of its recoverable amount, but so that the increased carrying amount
 does not exceed the carrying amount that would have been determined had no impairment loss been
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2013 - CONTINUED

 recognised for the asset (cash-generating unit) in prior years. A reversal of an impairment loss is
 recognised immediately in profit or loss, unless the relevant asset is carried at a revalued amount, in
 which case the reversal is treated as a revaluation increase.

1.4  Investments
 All investments are initially recognised at cost. Listed shares are recognised as available-for-sale, which
 are measured at fair value, with unrealised gains and losses recognised as a separate component of
 equity, until the investment is sold. Fair value of investments are determined by reference to JSE quoted
 market bid prices.

1.5  Accumulated funds
 All income and expenditure of a revenue nature is accounted for in the statement of comprehensive income.
 Certain income is received for specific purposes and, where such income has not been fully utilised
 during the year, amounts representing the unutilised portions are transferred to the appropriate funds.

1.6  Employee Benefits
 Post-retirement benefits
 Post-retirement benefits are made up of those obligations which the Association has towards current
 employees.
 Defined contribution plans
 Contributions in respect of defined contribution plans are recognised as an expense in the year to which
 they relate.

1.7  Provisions
 Provisions are recognised where the Association has a present legal or constructive obligation as a result of
 a past event, a reliable estimate of the obligation can be made and it is probable that an outflow of resources
 embodying economic benefits will be required to settle the obligation.
 Long-term provisions are determined by discounting the expected future cash flows to their present value.
 The increase in discounted long-term provisions as a result of the passage of time is recognised as a
 finance expense in the statement of comprehensive income.

1.8  Revenue
 Donations, Sponsorships, Course fees and Subscriptions
 Revenue from donations, sponsorships, course fees and subscriptions are recognized when cash is received.
 Interest and Dividends
 Interest is recognised when received.
 Dividends are recognised when these are received.

1.9 Bequests
 Bequests received are credited to accumulated funds.

2.  TAXATION
 The Association is an approved Public Benefit Organisation and is exempt from normal tax in terms of
 section 30 of the Income Tax Act.
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2013 – CONTINUED

3.  KEY ESTIMATES AND JUDGEMENTS
  Estimates and judgements are continually evaluated and are based on historical experience and other factors,
 including expectations of future events that are believed to be reasonable under the circumstances.
 The Association makes estimates and assumptions concerning the future. The resulting accounting estimates
 will, by definition, seldom equal the related actual results. The estimates and assumptions that have a
 significant risk of causing a material adjustment to the carrying amounts of assets and liabilities within
 the next financial year are discussed below:
  -  Depreciation is influenced by useful life and residual value estimations. Any change in Management’s estimates 

of residual values and useful lives would impact the depreciation charge.
  -  Estimates made in determining the probability of future taxable income, thereby justifying the recognition of 

deferred tax assets.

4. DEFINITIONS
4.1  Cash and cash equivalents
 The cash and cash equivalents amounts disclosed in the cash flow statement comprise cash on hand, deposits
 held on call with banks and highly liquid investments that are readily convertible to known amounts of cash and
 are subject to insignificant changes in value.

4.2  Financial instruments
4.2.1 Financial asset
 Cash or cash equivalents, a right to receive cash, an equity instrument or a right to exchange a financial instrument
 under favourable conditions.

4.2.2  Financial liability
 A contractual obligation to pay cash or transfer other benefits or an obligation to exchange a financial instrument
 under unfavourable conditions. This includes debt.

4.2.3  Loans and receivables
 A financial asset with fixed or determinable repayments that are not quoted in an active market, other than:
  - a derivative instrument; or
  - an available-for-sale financial asset.

4.2.4  Available-for-sale financial asset
 A financial asset that has been designated as available-for-sale or a financial asset other than those classified
 as loans and receivables, held-to-maturity investments or derivative instruments.
 An investment intended to be held for an indefinite period of time, which may be sold in response to needs for
 liquidity or changes in interest rates, is classified as a non-current available-for-sale financial asset.

4.2.5 Transaction date
 The date an entity commits itself to purchase or sell a financial instrument.

4.2.6  Effective interest rate
 The derived rate that discounts the expected future cash flows to the current net carrying amount of the financial
 asset or financial liability.    
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2013 – CONTINUED

 2013  2012
 R  R
5. REVENUE

Total revenue comprises:
- Donations and Sponsorships 8 029 621 7 856 208
- Subscriptions 30 395 47 106
- Income from investments 6 105 766 3 708 957
- Fundraising and other 1 851 010 2 606 839

6. INCOME FROM INVESTMENTS   

Dividends - listed shares 1 331 556 866 516
Interest 2 411 576 2 415 850
Loss on sale of investments (5 609) (226 229)
Profit on sale of investments 2 368 243 652 820
 6 105 766 3 708 957
   
7. OPERATING COSTS

Operating costs include:   
Audit fees 45 250 38 950
- Current year 39 000 38 950
- Accounting Fees 2 280 -
- Other Expenses 3 970 -
   
Key Management - Salary ( excl employer contributions ) 2 147 220 1 978 440
- Number of key manangement employed during the year 4 4
   
Depreciation    - Furniture and fittings 35 594 31 944
                       - Software 157 067 20 391
                       - Equipment 64 497 53 814
                       - Computers 55 718 40 924
                       - Motor vehicles 19 574 156 294
                       - College of Orientation Library 4 993 4 897

Staff Costs
- Salaries and wages ( excl Key Management ) 10 656 266 7 644 021
- Contributions to retirements funds 986 997 805 488
- Medical aid contributions 844 853 717 801
- Average number of employees employed during the year ( excl Key Management ) 57 49
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8.  PROPERTY, PLANT AND EQUIPMENT 
  2013    2012
 Cost  Accumulated Carrying  Cost  Accumulated  Carrying
  Depreciation  Value   Depreciation  Value
Property 12 522 975 - 12 522 975 12 260 648 - 12 260 648
Furniture and fixtures 692 045 (619 046) 72 999 683 881 (583 453) 100 428
Motor vehicles 2 915 428 (922 478) 1 992 950 2 915 429 (765 412) 2 150 017
Office Equipment 426 031 (206 693) 219 338 404 930 (142 197) 262 733
IT Equipment 651 781 (240 574) 411 207 447 801 (185 450) 262 351
Computer software 156 589 (114 543) 42 046 168 605 (100 887) 67 718
College of Orientation Library 50 417 (9 890) 40 527 48 969 (4 897) 44 072
 
 17 415 266 (2 113 224) 15 302 042 16 930 263 (1 782 296) 15 147 967
       
Reconciliation of property, 
plant and equipment  2013    
 Opening Additions Disposals Depreciation Total 
 Balance     
Property 12 260 648 262 327 - - 12 522 975 
Furniture and fixtures 100 428 8 165 - (35 594) 72 999 
Motor vehicles 2 150 017 - - (157 067) 1 992 950 
Office Equipment 262 733 21 102 - (64 497) 219 338 
IT Equipment 262 351 209 682 (5 108) (55 718) 411 207 
Computer software 67 718 - (6 098) (19 574) 42 046 
College of Orientation Library 44 072 1 448 - (4 993) 40 527 

 15 147 967 502 724 (11 206) (337 443) 15 302 042 
  
Reconciliation of property, 
plant and equipment  2012     
 Opening Additions Disposals Depreciation Total 
 Balance     
Property 10 288 547 1 972 101 - - 12 260 648 
Furniture and fixtures 97 678 35 764 (1 070) (31 944) 100 428 
Motor vehicles 2 310 101 - (3 790) (156 294) 2 150 017 
Office Equipment 265 906 53 425 (2 784) (53 814) 262 733 
IT Equipment 204 343 119 685 (20 753) (40 924) 262 351
Computer software 82 062 6 047 - (20 391) 67 718 
College of Orientation Library 48 969 - - (4 897) 44 072 

 13 297 606 2 187 022 (28 397) (308 264) 15 147 967 

DETAILS OF PROPERTY
1. Portion 126 of Rietfontein, Sandton   54408/83
2. Erf 47 - 6th Avenue, Orange Grove   T6569/1999
3. 89 Belvedere Road, Claremont   T93012/2005
4 85 Belvedere Road, Claremont   T00094572/2007
5 Unit 1 Wendy Flat, 132 Relly Street, Sunnyside, Pretoria T000067182/2011
  ( Subject to Usufruct in favour of Mr WS Burnley : ID 350728 5038 080 )
6  Malet Unit 226, 350 Johann Street, Arcadia, Pretoria   ST54403/2011
 ( Subject to Usufruct in favour of Mr WS Burnley : ID 350728 5038 080 )

Fair value of Land and Buildings is estimated by the municipality at R 11 926 000 ( 31 March 2013 )

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2013 – CONTINUED
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9. INTANGIBLE ASSETS   
  2013    2012
 Cost  Accumulated  Carrying  Cost  Accumulated  Carrying
  Depreciation  Value   Depreciation  Value
Computer software, internally generated 249 937 (249 937) - 249 937 (85 267) 164 670
       
Reconciliation of intangible assets    2013  
  Opening Additions Amortisation Total 
  Balance    
Computer software, internally generated  164 670 - (164 670) - 
            
Reconciliation of intangible assets    2012  
  Opening Additions Amortisation Total 
  Balance    
Computer software, internally generated  169 473 18 837 (23 640) 164 670 

10. FINANCIAL ASSETS (AVAILABLE-FOR-SALE)  2013  2012
 R  R
Nedbank Private Wealth Securities Managed Portfolio  73 938 652 54 801 902
Funds on Call  4 812 541 10 775 786
 78 751 193 65 577 688

Opening balance  65 577 688 57 687 371
Interest received  2 411 576 2 415 850
Dividends received  1 331 556 866 516
Brokerage fees  (595 465) (487 939)
Capital (Redeemed)/Introduced  (11 473 546) (3 690 231)
Shares Purchased  12 461 190 10 962 318
Shares Sold  (4 552 423) (8 101 156)
Profit on sale of shares  2 362 634 426 591
Adjust to fair value - prior year reversal  (15 864 494) (10 366 126)
Adjust to fair value - current year  27 092 477 15 864 494
 78 751 193 65 577 688
11. TRADE AND OTHER RECEIVABLES
SARS - Vat 111 400 246 294
Prepayments 254 661 204 392
Sundry debtors 114 036 27 642
Deposits 4 805 2 659
 484 902 480 987
Maturity profile
Within one year 480 097 478 328
More than two years 4 805 2 659
 484 902 480 987
Fair value of trade and other receivables   
The carrying value approximates the fair value because of the  short period to maturity of these instruments.  

Collateral
The Association holds no collateral over trade and other receivables.
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12. TRADE AND OTHER PAYABLES
                    2013               2012
 R      R
Trade payables 839 854 788 447
Other payables 395 070 341 376
 1 234 924 1 129 823
Maturity profile  
Within one year 1 234 924 1 129 823
One to two years - -
 1 234 924 1 129 823
Fair value of trade & other payables
The carrying value approximates the fair value because of the
short period to settlement of these obligations.

Leave pay provision
The leave pay provision which is included in Other payables was based on 18% (2012: 18%) of the total obligation of  
R553 215 (2012: R494 579) for the  year.  

13. NOTES TO THE STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS

13.1 Reconciliation of net profit before taxation to cash generated by operations:
Reconciliation of net profit before taxation to cash generated by operations:
Net (loss)/profit for the year (2 784 062) (2 006 774)
Adjustments for :   
Amortisation 164 670 23 640
Depreciation 337 443 308 264
Finance Costs 4 019 -
Loss on sale of fixed assets 4 271 19 928
Income from investments (6 105 766) (3 282 366)

Operating profit before working capital changes (8 379 425) (4 937 308)

Changes in Working Capital  
(Increase)/Decrease in Inventory 35 836 213 419
(Increase)/Decrease in Accounts Receivable (3 916) 369 825
Increase/(Decrease) in Accounts Payable 105 098 (96 301)

Cash Generated by operations (8 242 407) (4 450 365)

13.2 Events subsequent to the year end

No material fact or circumstance has occurred since the accounting date and the date of this report.

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2013 – CONTINUED
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14. FINANCIAL RISK MANAGEMENT AND FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS     
Introduction       
The Association is exposed to liquidity, credit and commodity price risk arising from its financial instruments.
The Director and Management have the overall responsibility for the establishment and oversight of the
Association’s risk management framework. The Director and Management established comprehensive risk
management processes which would provide assurance that significant business risks are systematically
identified, assessed and reduced to acceptable levels. The Director and Management meet regularly to review
and, if appropriate, approve the implementation of optimal strategies for the effective management of financial risks.
   
Risk profile   
Risk management and measurement relating to each of these risks are discussed under the headings below.

14.1 Liquidity Risk       
Liquidity risk is the risk that an entity will be unable to meet its obligations as they become due. The Association
manages liquidity risk by effectively managing its working capital, capital expenditure and cash flows. The
Association finances its operations through adequate banking facilities and reserve capital deposits held with
reputable banking institutions. There are no severe restrictions on these banking facilities and capital deposits.
The Association has sufficient undrawn deposits which could be utilised to settle obligations.   
  
 Note  Total Cash Flows Within one year One to two years More than two years

2013   R R R R 
Financial Assets       
Loans and Receivables   1 421 138 1 416 333 - 4 805
       
SARS - Vat 11  111 400 111 400 - -
Prepayments 11  254 661 254 661 - -
Other debtors 11  114 036 114 036 - -
Deposits 11  4 805 - - 4 805
Cash at Bank   936 236 936 236 - -
       
Investments available-for-sale 10  78 751 193 78 751 193 - -
       
Total   80 172 331 80 167 526 - 4 805
       
Financial Liabilities       
Non-derivative instruments   1 234 924 1 234 924 - -
       
Trade payables 12  839 854 839 854 - -
Other payables 12  395 070 395 070 - -
       
Total   1 234 924 1 234 924 - -
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 Note  Total Cash Flows Within one year One to two years More than two years

2012   R R R R
Financial Assets       
Loans and Receivables   1 033 003 1 030 344 - 2 658
       
SARS - Vat 11  246 294 246 294 - -
Prepayments 11  204 392 204 392 - -
Other debtors 11  27 642 27 642 - -
Deposits 11  2 658 - - 2 658
Cash at Bank   552 016 552 016 - -
       
Investments available-for-sale 10  65 577 688 65 577 688 - -
       
Total   66 610 691 66 608 032 - 2 658
       
Financial Liabilities       
Non-derivative instruments   1 129 823 1 129 823 - -
       
Trade payables 12  788 447 788 447 - -
Other payables 12  341 376 341 376 - -
       
Total   1 129 823 1 129 823 - - 

14.2 Credit Risk        
Credit risk, or the risk of financial loss due to counterparties not meeting their contractual obligations, is managed by monitoring procedures. 

Trade and other receivables consist mainly of prepayments. The Association does not have customers who might owe monies.

 Credit Risk exposure in respect of trade receivables is further analysed in note 11. The carrying value of the investments available-for-sale, 

loans and receivables and derivative financial instrument financial assets represent the maximum credit risk exposure. 

  

14.3 Investment Return Risk       
Exposure to risk on financial assets, investments available-for-sale and liabilities are monitored on a continuous and proactive basis. At the 

reporting date, the interest rate profile of the company’s interest bearing financial instruments were:    

     2013 2012 

Fixed Rate Instruments (average)     6,1% 6,1%

At the reporting date, the Association was  exposed 

to market influences on listed  equities valued at    R19,640,912 R18,297,165

15. CHANGE IN ACCOUNTING POLICY        
During the year it was decided by management to change the accounting policy regarding the profit and loss on disposal of financial assets.

The effect of the change is that profit and loss on disposal of financial assets will be stated directly in equity under the 

statement of changes in equity.

The change was made retrospectively to the financial year ended 31 March 2011.

Refer to accounting policy 1.8       

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2013 – CONTINUED
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Report on the Financial 
Statements
We have audited the financial 
statements of the South African 
Guide-Dogs Association for the 
Blind Trust which comprise the 
balance sheet as at 31 March 
2013, the income statements, 
the statement of changes in 
equity for the year then ended, 
a summary of significant 
accounting policies and other 
explanatory notes as set out on 
page 26.

Trustee’s Responsibility for 
the Financial Statements
The Trustees are responsible 
for the preparation and fair 
presentation of these financial 
statements in accordance 
with the requirements of the 
South African Guide-Dogs 
Association for the Blind Trust. 
This responsibility  includes:  
designing, implementing and 
maintaining internal control 
relevant to the preparation and 

fair presentation of financial 
statements that are free from 
material misstatement, whether 
due to fraud or error; selecting 
and applying appropriate 
accounting policies; and 
making accounting estimates 
that are reasonable in the 
circumstances.

Auditor’s Responsibility
Our responsibility is to 
express an opinion on these 
financial statements based 
on our audit.  We conducted 
our audit in accordance with 
International Standards on 
Auditing.  Those standards 
require that we comply with 
ethical requirements and plan 
and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance whether 
the financial statements 
are free from material 
misstatement.

An audit involves performing 
procedures to obtain audit 
evidence about the amounts 
and disclosures in the financial 
statements.  The procedures 
selected depend on the 
auditor’s judgement, including 
the assessment of the risks of 
material misstatement of the 
financial statements, whether 
due to fraud or error.  In making 
those risk assessments, 
the auditor considers 
internal control relevant 

to the entity’s preparation 
and fair presentation of the 
financial statements in order 
to design audit procedures 
that are appropriate in the 
circumstances, but not for 
the purpose of expressing an 
opinion on the effectiveness 
of the entity’s internal control. 
An audit also includes 
evaluating the appropriateness 
of accounting policies used 
and the reasonableness of 
accounting estimates made 
by management, as well 
as evaluating the overall 
presentation of the financial 
statements.

We believe that the audit 
evidence we have obtained is 
sufficient and appropriate to 
provide a basis for our audit 
opinion.

Income
The Trust, in common with 
other charitable organisations, 
receives certain income from 
public donations and functions, 
the recognition of which, due 
to its nature, is not susceptible 

to verification by generally 
accepted auditing procedures. 
Therefore, our examination 
relating to such income  was 
limited to the amount thereof 
recorded in the financial 
records.

Opinion
In our opinion, except for the 
effects of such adjustments, 
if any, regarding to matters 
referred to in the preceding 
paragraph, the financial 
statements fairly present, in all 
material respects, the financial 
position of the Trust at 31 
March 2013 and the results 
of its operations for the year 
then ended in accordance with 
the requirements of the South 
African Guide-Dogs Association 
for the Blind Trust.
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AXIOM REGISTERED ACCOUNTANTS & AUDITORS
REGISTERED AUDITOR – DENICE NOELLE CARR (644110)
SHOP 7 MAGIC GARDEN CENTRE, ARCONPARK, VEREENIGING

DATE
24/07/2013

INDEPENDENT 
AUDITOR’S REPORT 
TO THE MEMBERS 
OF THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN GUIDE-
DOGS ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE BLIND 
TRUST
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STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2013   
 2013 2012
 Retained Retained
 Income Income
BALANCE AT 31 MARCH 2011 2 000  50 746 
  
INCOME FOR THE YEAR 110 000  14 985 
  
 112 000  65 731 
  
FUNDS DISTRIBUTED TO S A GUIDE-DOGS ASSOCIATION  
FOR THE BLIND (110 000) (63 731)
  
BALANCE AT 31 MARCH 2012 2 000  2 000 
  
INCOME FOR THE YEAR 20 000  110 000 
  
 22 000  112 000 
  
FUNDS DISTRIBUTED TO S A GUIDE-DOGS ASSOCIATION  
FOR THE BLIND (20 000) (110 000)
  
BALANCE AT 31 MARCH 2013 2 000  2 000 

STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2013
 2013 2012
 R R
DONATIONS RECEIVED 20 000 110 000
  
BANK CHARGES - -
  
INCOME FOR THE YEAR 20 000 110 000     

24/07/2013

24/07/2013

TRUSTEE – Thomas David Parker

DATE

DATE

TRUSTEE – Malcom Rumney Driver 
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT 31 MARCH 2013
 2013 2012
 R R
TRUST CAPITAL ACCOUNT 2,000 2,000
  
  
EMPLOYMENT OF CAPITAL  
  
BANK BALANCE 2,000 2,000

24/07/2013

24/07/2013

TRUSTEE – Thomas David Parker

DATE

DATE

TRUSTEE – Malcom Rumney Driver
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS – 31 MARCH 2013      

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES
  The annual financial statements are prepared on the historical cost basis and incorporate the following principal 

accounting policies:  
   
1.1 Revenue  
 Donations  
 Revenue from donations is recognised when cash is received.  
   
1.2 Financial Instruments  
 Financial instruments recognised on the Balance Sheet comprise of cash held at a bank.  
    
2. TAXATION  
 The Trust is an approved public benefit organisation and is exempt from normal tax .  



Report on the Financial Statements        
On the basis of information provided by management we have compiled, in accordance with the International   
Standard on Related Services applicable to compilation engagements, the balance sheet of the Brigitta Eleonore   
Haarmeyer Testamentary Trust for the South African Guide-Dogs Association as at 31 March 2013, the    
income statement and statement of changes equity for the year then ended.     

Management is responsible for these financial statements.       

We have not audited or reviewed these financial statements and accordingly express no assurance thereon.  
       

AXIOM REGISTERED ACCOUNTANTS & AUDITORS
SHOP 7 MAGIC GARDEN CENTRE, ARCONPARK, VEREENIGING DATE

24/07/2013

COMPILATION REPORT TO THE BENEFICIARIES OF THE BRIGITTA ELEONORE HAARMEYER
TESTAMENTARY TRUST FOR THE SOUTH AFRICAN GUIDE-DOGS ASSOCIATION
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STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2013   
 2013 2012
 Retained Retained
 Income Income
BALANCE AT 31 MARCH 2011 - -

INCOME FOR THE YEAR - -
  
 - -

FUNDS DISTRIBUTED TO S A GUIDE-DOGS ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE BLIND - -

BALANCE AT 31 MARCH 2012 - -

INCOME FOR THE YEAR 384 720  -
   
 384 720  -
FUNDS DISTRIBUTED TO S A GUIDE-DOGS ASSOCIATION   
FOR THE BLIND 3 - -

BALANCE AT 31 MARCH 2013 384 720  -

STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2013   
 2013 2012
 R R
DONATIONS RECEIVED 1,1 384 729 -

BANK CHARGES (9) -

INCOME FOR THE YEAR 384 720 -
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT 31 MARCH 2013     
 2013 2012
 R R
TRUST CAPITAL ACCOUNT 384 720 -

EMPLOYMENT OF CAPITAL
BANK BALANCE 1,2 384 720 -

24/07/2013

24/07/2013

TRUSTEE – Thomas David Parker

DATE

DATE

TRUSTEE – Malcom Rumney Driver
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS – 31 MARCH 2013      

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES    
 The annual financial statements are prepared on the historical cost basis   
 and incorporate the following principal accounting policies :   
    
1.1 Revenue   
 Donations   
 Revenue from donations is recognised when cash is received.   
    
1.2 Financial Instruments   
 Financial instruments recognised on the Balance Sheet comprises cash held at bank.   
    
2. TAXATION   
 The Trust is an approved public benefit organisation and is exempt from normal tax .   
    
3 FUNDS DISTRIBUTED TO S A GUIDE-DOGS ASSOCIATION  FOR THE BLIND   
 The Will of late B E Haarmeyer directs that only the interest earned on the capital bequeathed   
 to the Trustees of the Trust may be paid out to the beneficiaries.     

BRIGITTA ELEONORE HAARMEYER TESTAMENTARY TRUST FOR THE
SOUTH AFRICAN GUIDE-DOGS ASSOCIATION
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While the South African Guide-
Dogs Association (SAGA), the 
parent body, celebrates its 
Diamond Jubilee this year, it 
seems the child (Orientation and 
Mobility) has over the past 10 
years, as a result of a number of 
events and happenings, finally 
come of age. 

Firstly we became known 
internationally as we hosted 
the 11th International Mobility 
Conference in Stellenbosch in 
2003. Sadly the events of 9/11 
and the war in Iraq impacted 
on the number of international 
visitors attending but for those 
who did make the effort to come 
from a distance and the local 
South Africans who attended, 
it was a memorable event as 
information and ideas were 
shared, new friendships formed 
and Orientation and Mobility 
was very firmly placed in the 
minds of several government 
departments and community 
structures.

The National Diploma: 
Orientation and Mobility 
Practice Qualification was 
finally registered with the 
South African Qualifications 
Authority in 2004 and the 
School became an accredited 
training provider a year later. It 
seemed an appropriate time to 
move on from being a ‘School’ 
to becoming a College with a 
name change which was more 
in keeping with the provision of 
a two-year diploma course than 
the previous one-year certificate 
course. Thus the Orientation 
and Mobility School became 
the College of Orientation and 
Mobility (COM) in 2006. 

Continuing with matters 

international, the College 
organised an Ultra-Cane course 
for Orientation & Mobility (O&M) 
Practitioners with presenters 
from the United States and 
the United Kingdom. The 
Ultra-Cane is quite unique in 
that it combines an ultra-sonic 
device within a cane using 
vibrations rather than sound 
to warn of obstacles ahead. 
The use of tactile information 
makes it particularly applicable 
for people experiencing 
both a visual and a hearing 
impairment. However, using an 
Ultra-Cane is definitely not for 
the fainthearted as its effective 
use requires good concentration 
and accurate cane skills. 

The College also hosted 
a workshop on ‘flash-sonar’ 
organised by the Orientation 
and Mobility Association of 
South Africa. Facilitated by 
Daniel Kish, a blind Orientation 
and Mobility Specialist from 
America, participants were 
shown how to use echoes 
to safely navigate different 
environments. Incredibly, ‘flash-
sonar’ is not just about locating 
obstacles in the path of travel, 
as it provides the individual with 
information about the size and 
shape as well as the structure 
of the object. After just a few 
lessons, some participants 
were identifying overhanging 
branches, recesses, street 
poles, up-kerbs, steps, flower 
boxes, and even the shapes 
of parked vehicles. Amazing 
stuff, and certainly a lesson 
for all participants as to the 
importance of sound and 
hearing for independent travel.

Over the next few years 
the College extended its 
scope of practice as it rolled 
out the materials and piloted 
programmes for the full 
qualification, in addition to 
running our usual short courses 
and a number of top-up courses 
for practising O&M practitioners 
to upgrade their certificate to 
the diploma qualification. 2008 
also saw the College piloting a 

‘blended’ learning programme 
(distance learning and college-
based blocks) with funding from 
the Umsobomvu Youth Fund. 

In an effort to train more 
students, distance learning 
was introduced; however, while 
there are many advantages 
to distance learning, major 
problems were experienced 
at community level with 
supporting and the supervision 
of students. Perhaps something 
to look at again over the next 
decade as increased numbers 
of O&M Practitioners in the 
field will provide a solid support 
structure for students in 
training. It is expected that by 
the end of 2013, 20 students 
will have graduated with the 
National Diploma: Orientation 
and Mobility Practice. Each year 
that those 20 students remain 
in the field teaching the skills 
of orientation and mobility, it 
is estimated that they will in 
turn assist between 800 and 
1,000 people with a visual 
impairment.

The UN Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with a 
Disability, which was ratified by 
South Africa some years back, 
led to the National Department 
of Health organising and 
hosting a number of workshops 
for O&M Practitioners at which 
several far-reaching decisions 
were made, all of which paved 
the way for the employment 
of O&M personnel within the 
health profession. While a 
number of stumbling blocks 
remain to this becoming 
a reality, it is believed that 
it is only a matter of time 
before O&M Practitioners are 
employed within the health 
structures of the country. 

With the knowledge that 
Orientation and Mobility 
Services are here to stay, the 
Executive Committee of SAGA 
approved an expansion plan 
for COM several years ago. 
After considerable alterations 
and a new building, COM is 
now housed in a beautiful and 

almost totally new building with 
several lecture rooms, a library 
and staff offices. COM will also 
be looking to increase staff 
numbers in order to ensure 
that we are able to move into 
the next decade by greatly 
increasing student numbers.

The sudden passing away 
of Ken Lord in July this year 
is a huge loss to the College. 
It was the inspiration of Ken 
Lord, then Executive Director of 
SAGA, that brought about the 
establishment of the College 
in 1974, with the idea that by 
training a few ‘Trainers’, many 
visually impaired people could 
be reached. After retiring as 
Executive Director in 2004, Ken 
returned to join the COM staff 
in 2008. His knowledge, wealth 
of experience, great wisdom, 
genuine concern for others, 
wonderful sense of humour 
and humility are just a few of 
the characteristics that made 
Ken such a special person to 
know and work alongside. Ken 
was often overheard saying to 
students he was instructing 
under blindfold – “Don’t worry, 
the ‘Lord’ is near and watching 
over you.” 

Well, Ken, although your 
presence is sorely missed, 
we know you are ‘watching 
over us all here at COM’ and 
we feel sure you will take 
great pride as your ‘COM 
child’ implements its strategic 
plan to train many more O&M 
Practitioners and become 
more financially independent 
from the parent body SAGA 
over the next decade. You have 
left behind a great legacy that 
has already enhanced the 
mobility and independence of 
many thousands of visually 
impaired people, and that will 
continue to impact the lives 
of many more generations of 
people experiencing a visual 
impairment. 

MOIRA HIGGERTY  
HEAD OF ORIENTATION & 
MOBILITY SERVICES

Non-Profit Organisation Registration Number 000-758 NPO 31
SOUTH AFRICAN GUIDE-DOGS ASSOCIATION FOR THE BLIND

THE CHILD HAS 
FINALLY COME 
OF AGE!



THE SOUTH AFRICAN GUIDE-DOGS ASSOCIATION
FACILITIES

1  Boarding kennels
2  Training residence
3  College of Orientation and Mobility
4  Entrance
5  Training kennels
6  Office block
7  Puppy block
8  Service training kennels
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