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News from our Executive
Dearest Friend of Guide-Dogs
Never in my wildest dreams could I ever have imagined that, in the 21st
century, the entire world would come to a complete standstill. As humans,
we tend to go through life with the belief that we are untouchable, that
we have everything figured out and that anything is possible.

Indeed, anything is possible. . .

Prior to the lock-down announcement by our President, we anticipated
this decision and the effect it would have on our Association and all
involved. Thankfully, we were able to ensure that key personnel are
set-up to work from the safety of their homes. Furthermore, we were able
to secure the necessary approvals which enable us to continue caring for
our precious dogs.

All dogs on our premises that were old enough to be homed, were moved
to volunteers and Puppy Raisers. Our mothers-to-be and our young
puppies remain safe and comfortable in Puppy Block under the constant
care of Leigh du Beaufort and her team.

We would like to thank Bob Martin for the vital role that they played in
ensuring that our dogs would have enough food during this time.

Our valued friends at Bryanston Veterinary Hospital are still operational
and are available at any time to assist us and our working dog owners in
case of emergencies.

Finally, we would like to extend our sincere gratitude to you, our most
valued partners. With a year-on-year decline in investments, our Association
cannot afford major losses.

At the first signs of this pandemic in South Africa, some of our largest
fund-raising events were cancelled. This left us with a substantial loss in
our projected income for the year.

When we put out an appeal to our supporters for assistance, we were
overwhelmed by the immense kindness and generosity that was offered
to us. Although we are not out of the woods yet, you have played an
integral role in getting us through this trying and difficult time.

In the midst of the uncertainty and challenges that
we are faced with, I am left in awe of the response
by our nation. Although social distancing is
required of us all, South Africans are responding
in the  true spirit of Ubuntu, assisting one
another with compassion and humanity.

Please stay safe and
take the utmost care.
Vernon Tutton
Executive Director
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Although the COVID-19 outbreak and lockdown is
impacting us all, its effect on people living with visual
impairment cannot be understated.  Without the ability
to see, one has to rely heavily on your sense of touch to
safely navigate your surroundings. This poses a big risk
to a person with visual impairment as surfaces can be
contaminated with the coronavirus.

With the current need for social distancing, our visually impaired
community is even more vulnerable. One of the many challenges
that people with visual impairment are currently faced with, is the
ability to purchase essential goods. This basic task poses many
challenges during this time:

There is a lack of public transport.

The inability to adhere to social distancing guidelines as a 
person with visual impairment cannot see where other
people are.

Having to hold on to someone to be guided places both
parties at risk.

Being unable to locate hand sanitiser stations in shops,
banks etc.

The reluctance of shop staff to assist a person with visual 
impairment, as it is difficult to maintain social distancing
while doing so.

Difficulty in navigating online shopping portals.

Finding a timeous delivery slot when doing online shopping
is challenging.

If you know of someone within your community who is visually
impaired, please consider offering them your assistance.

How to safely guide a person with visual impairment:

When guiding a person with visual impairment, it is advised 
that the person places his or her hand on the guide,s elbow.
During this time, we however suggest that the guide instead,
have contact through a folded white cane or the use of a belt.

Ensure that both the guide and person with visual impairment,
wear gloves.

Practice good hygiene by regularly washing or sanitising your
hands and white cane if this is used as tool when being guided.

Follow the suggestions made by the Department of Health. 
These include covering your mouth and/or nose with a tissue
when sneezing or coughing and disposing of the tissue 
immediately after. Wear a face mask if possible and refrain 
from touching your face.

How you can help the visually
impaired during lockdown

Please assist
the visually
impaired
safely!

https://www.coolmags.co.za/
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Telephone
Gauteng: 011 705 3512/0860 100 922
Western Cape: 021 674 7395
KwaZulu-Natal: 082 875 6244
E-mail: info@guidedog.org.za

"Help us change lives by investing in our cause"
Debit order: Sign up now! Contact us at info@guidedog.org.za or visit our website at www.guidedog.org.za and click on "Support us".

Direct donation: Visit our website and click on "Support us" or use our banking details provided below. Please use NL/May and your name as reference.
Credit Card: We can process your investment telephonically! Contact us on 011 705 3512.
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Nothing is normal, during lockdown - not even a visit to the vet is what it used to be.
In case you,ve been wondering whether you can still go and see your vet, there are a few
things that you need to keep in mind.

Please click here to read the rest of the article.

Vet visits during lockdown

https://animaltalk.co.za/vet-visits-during-lockdown/
https://guidedog.org.za/product/south-african-guide-dogs-association-for-the-blind-car-raffle/
https://guidedog.org.za/

